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Tennessee House Committees Decide Fate of Bills to Arm Teachers, Allow Armed Law Enforcement Officers Inside Schools
 
August 24, 2023August 23, 2023 Kaitlin Housler 
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One of two bills concerning firearms in schools and on school grounds was recommended for passage in separate committees on Wednesday.

HB7086, according to its summary, would “authorize a faculty or staff member of a school to carry a concealed handgun on school grounds subject to certain conditions, including obtaining an enhanced handgun carry permit and completing basic training in school policing.”

The House Civil Justice Committee recommended the bill for passage on Wednesday.

After the committee voted on the bill, gun control advocates were cleared out of the committee room, with some individuals shouting at lawmakers, “you’re sick.”
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The bill that did not pass through committee on Wednesday, HB7064, according to its summary, would have allowed law enforcement officers, retired law enforcement officers, active or retired US armed forces members, and enhanced handgun carry permit holders, with exceptions, to possess and carry a handgun in all public school properties, including any building, bus, campus, grounds, recreation area, athletic field, or any property owned/used by public educational institutions.

After being recommended for passage by the House Civil Justice Committee on Tuesday, the House Education Administration Committee opposed the bill on Wednesday with a 9-9 tie vote.

While deliberating the bill within the Education Administration Committee, Chairman Mark White (R-Memphis) found it necessary to call for a 5-minute recess. His decision came after State Representative Justin Jones (D-Nashville) accused the committee of being “out of order,” citing his frustration that he and another Democrat on the committee had not been recognized as the first lawmakers to provide input on the bill.
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Members of the audience could be heard yelling “cowards” at lawmakers during the committee’s recess.

“Ending gun-free zones where our precious commodities are housed – day in and day out – is the key to preventing these shootings once and for all,” the bill’s sponsor, Representative Chirs Todd (R-Madison County) stated during the bill’s discussion. “There is no gun violence. There is no knife violence. There is no storm violence. It is people violence. People are the problem. Evil people want to take our children’s lives and make a name for themselves – and that is wrong.”

The audience cheered as the final vote count was read aloud.

Under current Tennessee law, it is generally a Class E felony for a person to possess or carry a weapon on school property, with the intent to go armed. Additionally, it is generally a Class B misdemeanor for a person to possess or carry (regardless of whether the person intended to be armed) a firearm on school property in the Volunteer State.

– – –

Kaitlin Housler is a reporter at The Tennessee Star and The Star News Network.
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Thank you! You can expect to see an email from us soon.
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Questions Swirl Around Deadly ATF Raid of Arkansas Home Leaving a Local Airport Administrator Dead 
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Poll: Voters Don’t Think Schools Should Hide Gender, Name Changes from Parents 








 	


[image: Kids getting on school bus] 




Poll: Voters Want Schools to Focus on Basics Instead of Critical Race Theory 
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August 25, 2023 at 11:50 pm 


What is the problem!? If you cannot figure it out, adopt the Texas law implemented in just the past few days, passed in July 14 2023. Texas public schools will have armed guard(s). Is it free? No. Will it increases the safety margin? Yes.

“Texas Legislature 2023

New school safety laws seek to add armed guards, chaplains, and mental health training. Here’s what you need to know.

Experts say many of the changes will bolster school safety but some requirements may be challenging for public schools to implement by the upcoming school year with limited funding and staffing constraints.

by María Méndez

July 14, 2023

5 AM Central
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August 24, 2023 at 8:25 pm 


Sorry, both bills are unconstitutional. Cherry picking certain people over others to exercise a paid privilege, still infringing on right to keep and bear arms. “No” is the correct vote.

Same, lame “incrementalism” from TNGOP playing favorites with certain categories that has been going since the Naifeh era. Maintaining the same unconstitutional (2nd and 14th ) infringements as always. Would they let the Memphis scorpion squad guard their kids? They were “law enforcement” after all.
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August 24, 2023 at 12:03 pm 


Obviously protecting students and others at these locations/events is not of any concern for those who voted against this bill. But they will be the first to shout “gun violence” when a shooting happens that could have been prevented by the passage of this bill. Just a bunch of hypocrites.
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August 24, 2023 at 7:50 am 


Rep Todd was absolutely fantastic during this committee last night! He stayed professional and calm throughout the long period that he was heckled and harassed by the audience.

Final vote on HB 7064

Aye

Rep. Bulso (R)

Rep. Butler (R)

Rep. Fritts (R)

Rep. Gant (R)

Rep. Hurt (R)

Rep. Lafferty (R)

Rep. Stevens (R)

Rep. Slater (R)

Rep. Warner (R)

No:

Rep. Baum (R)

Rep. Cepicky (R)

Rep. Gillispie (R)

Rep. Jones (D)

Rep. Love (D)

Rep. McKenzie (D)

Rep. Ragan (R)

Rep. Parkinson (D)

Rep. White (R)

Evidently not present and not voting were

Rep Haston (R)

Rep Richie (R)

https://tnga.granicus.com/player/clip/28851?view_id=721&redirect=true&h=982ec879d8f38d2e2a1f0327cc878e2c
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August 24, 2023 at 4:56 am 


These are both reasonable efforts which will deter violent offenders from considering people in a school setting, particularly children, to be easy targets. Sadly one will not be considered further in this session. Hopefully, HB7806 will pass and be signed into law by the Governor.
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Senate Democrats to Dismiss Mayorkas Charges, Skip Full Impeachment Trial





Trump Says RFK Jr Should Expect to Be Indicted by Corrupt Biden Administration





Unhinged Vanderbilt Protesters Call 911 for Help to Change Tampon, Resort to Peeing in Bottles to Avoid Arrest





Russia Charges Four People over Moscow Terrorist Attack That Killed 137 and Injured 140





Gunmen Open Fire on Concert-Goers in Moscow, 40 Dead
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