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Town alderman not paying property taxes over legal dispute

By Chris Butler  /   January 26, 2015  /   News  /   No Comments

      
By Chris Butler | Tennessee Watchdog

NASHVILLE — Tennessee auditors gave the town of Ridgely what Mayor Steve Jones called one of its best audits ever — except for that
part about a town alderman who has unpaid property taxes (http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/repository/MA/Financial/1834-2014-ridgely-rpt-cpa545-11-26-14.pdf) .

According to county records, Alderman Frankie Smith has $306 in unpaid property taxes (http://www.lake.tennesseetrustee.org/search.php%20) .

While that might not seem like a lot of money, Smith is still a public servant and is supposed to provide an example for all taxpayers.

But Smith said he has a perfectly good explanation, tied to an ongoing lawsuit over a proposed rehabilitation center that never came about.
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NO TAX: A town alderman in Ridgely is not paying his property taxes, according to a recent audit.

The story began when town officials received a grant to build the rehab center and, for that purpose, the previous mayor wanted to buy
Smith’s property as well as another person’s property adjacent to it.

All of this happened before Smith became an alderman, he said.

Smith said the adjacent property owner, whom he did not identify, owned two dilapidated buildings worth $15,000.

“When she found out what was going on, she got ball-eyed and wanted big money. I think she ended up wanting $80,000 for the property,”
Smith said.

Because of her haggling, town officials lost the grant and, consequently, the rehab center, Smith said.

“Town officials told me the only recourse we’ve got is to start a condemnation notice on her, but, they said, ‘Frankie,
because of the fact that she was a black lady, we don’t want charges of racism or anything like that,’” Smith said.

“If we condemn her building we’re going to have to condemn on yours.”

Smith said town officials decided to condemn the woman’s building as well as his, as both buildings were in bad shape
and needed demolishing.

Smith offered to just donate his property — worth $5,000 — to the town, but he couldn’t because of an ongoing law-
suit town officials have had with the adjacent property owner over the matter.

Smith says he’s spent those past six years “in limbo,” and that’s why he is not paying his property taxes.

“The previous mayor was going to give me my money on that property,” Smith said.
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“When it all bottlenecked up, I turned around and told him they tore all three buildings down, her two and mine, and assessed the cost of
tearing it down back to the property. That’s what makes it look so bad. They tore it down. They paid $10,000 for all three buildings to fall
down and they assessed $3,300 per building.”

Smith said he will transfer his property to the town once the lawsuit is resolved.

Jones, meanwhile, said Smith has paid all of his other property taxes.

“It is a bad example if elected officials don’t pay their taxes, but some things happen,” Jones said.

Contact Christopher Butler at chris@tennesseewatchdog.org (mailto:chris@tennesseewatchdog.org)  

Follow Tennessee Watchdog and receive regular updates through Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tennessee-Watchdog/152154569263)

 and Twitter (https://twitter.com/#!/TennWatchdog)    

Like Watchdog.org? Click HERE to get breaking news alerts in YOUR state! (http://watchdog.org/subscribe)

      
Click here to LEARN HOW TO STEAL OUR STUFF!

Chris Butler
Chris formerly served as staff reporter for Watchdog.org.

Sign-up for our Tennessee Watchdog email list to receive the latest news
and in-depth coverage.
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